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called Lancashire), though much too cold for growing cotton,
was very good for spinning the cotton thread and weaving it
into cloth. The cloth could be sold at a good profit be-
cause people were already paying high prices for the fine
cotton cloth brought all the way from India. So the Lanca-
shire people began to make cotton cloth from cotton brought
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from America. Owing to the increasing demand, men be-
gan to try to find a way of making doth in larger quantities
than the hand-spinners and hand-weavers could make it
in their cottages. Rich men began to hire the services of
weavers, who worked in looms fitted up in rows in big
buildings called 'factories*. Instead of each maa selling
whatever he had made, the weaver was paid a feed amount
as wages, and the factory-owner sold the cloth and made the
profit. If the factory-owner could get other weavers to work
for smaller wages, or to work longer hours and make more
doth, he could obviously make more profit. Thus the
introduction of the factory-system caused great hardship to
the workers in the cottage-industries who had till then made